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Education has the power to transform lives. It’s one of the most 
important investments a country can make for its people and its 
future. Where great schools, great universities, great teachers and 
great education providers exist and work together, you’ll find a 
powerful framework for learning and success. 

The UK is seen as an exemplar in the field of education, and many 
overseas governments and institutions look to the UK to facilitate 
collaboration and to support the development of excellence in 
their own systems. 

The DIT education network has been specifically established to 
work with international governments and institutions. We make 
it as simple as possible to realise the benefits of our education 
offer in both small and large-scale education projects. We always 
adapt our offering and approach to meet each partner’s individual 
needs, ensuring the right solution whatever the requirements  
or challenges. 

This guide will help you discover more about what  
makes our international education offer so very special. 

Welcome 

to the home  
of world-class  
education 

The British K-12 is the most 
popular curriculum globally  
British Council

No.1

current world leaders have 
been educated in the UK  
Higher Education Policy Institute, 2015

55
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A global 
reputation
Heritage. Innovation. Reputation. 

Individuals across the world understand  
that a British education is a great advantage.  
The UK boasts many of the world’s oldest and 
most illustrious universities, and these continue 
to attract some the globe’s brightest minds. 
Education in the UK is also dynamic and ever-
changing: alongside these proud institutions,  
a new generation of progressive and vocational 
institutions are helping deliver the practical  
and theoretical skills that the modern world 
demands in the 21st century.  

Worldwide 
partnerships
When open-minds, bold ideas and different cultures meet 
extraordinary things can happen. 

Governments and institutions in every corner of the globe 
are now enjoying the benefits of UK universities establishing 
international academic partnerships; developing joint and 
dual awards; delivering online programmes and establishing 
international branch campuses. It’s not only universities 
exporting their expertise and developing global partnerships. 
Our independent schools, having attracted students to the 
UK from around the world for decades, are also branching 
out. Some of the most prestigious, such as Dulwich College 
and Brighton College, now have a number of international 
campuses. Our education system is a recipe for success that 
the UK is happy to share. There are now over 6,000  
British-style schools operating worldwide. 

Internationally-focused UK institutions believe everyone 
can benefit from an education system where cross-border 
collaboration is fostered, the highest standards are demanded 
and the right guidance is provided. Thanks to work being 
done in the area by academic and educational institutions, 
private-sector companies and organisations such as the 
Department for International Trade, a UK education is  
now within the reach of more people all over the world. 

of Nobel Prize winners studied in the UK  
British Council, 2015

38% 

Evidence of teaching at Oxford 
University dates back to the 11th century  
The Complete University Guide

1096AD

82% of UK universities deliver 
TNE in all but 15 of the world’s 
countries. 
Universities UK International

82%

UK universities have 
overseas campuses  
Observatory for Borderless Higher 
Education report ‘International 
Branch Campuses: Trends and 
Developments 2016’

39

Number of students 
educated at UK school 
outposts overseas 
British Council, 2015

24,710
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Providing a curriculum and range of qualifications 
appropriate for the learning, training, academic 
and employment needs of a country or region 
is pivotal to ensuring a sustainable skilled 
workforce. It is also essential to assess starting 
point, progress and achievement in order 
to shape an individual’s learning and drive 
improvement. British quality assurance and 
inspection systems are used around the world 
to provide independent verification of the 
efficacy of teaching and learning.

The qualifications offered by our professional 
bodies are seen to set international benchmark 
standards. The UK National Academic 
Recognition Information Centre (UK NARIC) 
is responsible for providing information and 
opinion on academic, vocational and professional 
qualifications from across the world. 

The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher 
Education (QAA) check that students working 
towards a UK qualification get the higher 
education they are entitled to expect.

Setting the highest standards

English as a global language
The language of Shakespeare is also the 
international language of business and the  
most widely-used second language in the  
world. It’s hardly surprising then, that it  
remains one of our most successful exports. 

The UK is uniquely placed to provide support 
to countries wishing to improve their national 
performance in English, with the combined 
skills and experience of organisations including 
Cambridge English, Oxford University Press, 
Pearson, The Open University, the BBC, 
International House, Bell English and the British 
Council, plus many of the world’s leading training 
providers, colleges and universities to draw upon.

This expertise is increasingly sought by both 
emerging and developed economies recognising 
the role that English language plays in creating 
the jobs, economic opportunity and wealth 
that are critical to stability and growth. Many 
organisations are also recognising that their 
managers and leaders need effective English 
language skills to participate in global dialogues. 
English language proficiency is also essential 
for students wanting to progress into higher 
education and employment outside of their  
home country.

users of English worldwide  
British Council

1.5 billion

students studying for Cambridge English 
Language Assessments across 130 countries  
Cambridge English, 2017

3.5 million 

British-certified qualifications in UK 
NARIC’s databank, with more than 610 
professional qualifications and titles  

UK NARIC, 2017

countries use UK international 
qualifications such as IGCSE and 
Cambridge International A-Level as 
their national secondary examinations   

Cambridge Internal Examinations

4,129 

160 



great.gov.uk  |  UK Capabilities in the Education Sectorgreat.gov.uk  |  UK Capabilities in the Education Sector 98

Vocational teaching that works 
Providing your students and workforce with the 
right practical and specialist skills can make a 
massive difference to overall productivity while 
opening up new opportunities for your country, 
region, institution or business. 

In the UK we have significant experience 
in working with overseas governments and 
partners to help them prepare individuals for 
the world of work. Our technical and vocational 
education and training (TVET) offering provides 

globally recognised qualifications across a wide 
range of sectors and, with our flexible approach 
to delivery, it’s possible for you to equip and 
upskill your workers whatever the particular 
constraints or challenges. 

Our vocational training system is also closely 
aligned with industry itself, using the real-life 
specialist expertise, insight and learning to ensure 
your students receive the very latest teaching 
techniques and the exact skills the work demands. 

Where technology meets education
Increased use of educational technology - 
including ICT infrastructure, digital resources  
and learning platforms - can enable organisations 
to reach much larger audiences from a wider 
range of geographical locations, reduce 
overcrowding in classrooms and give students 
more flexibility to learn when and where they 
want, at their own pace.

The UK is a thriving hub for EdTech, with over  
a thousand British companies helping teachers 
and students, both within the UK and across 
the world, to learn smarter through innovation. 
60% of the top 20 European EdTech companies 
are British and, with a history of competitive 
educational technology innovation, our 
businesses are well placed to help overseas 
organisations develop their educational 
technology capabilities to support 
effective learning.

As the technology sector continues to  
evolve (and different teaching and learning 
opportunities are adopted at scale), the UK 
 is increasingly influential as a global hub  
for emerging EdTech. 

12 of Europe’s EdTech Top 20 are from the UK  
60%

The UK is the first country in Europe 
to achieve a sustainable system for 
financing higher education  

No.1

Making a real 
difference 
Education helps to reduce poverty, boost 
economic growth and increase income. In 
this way, UK education is playing a key role in 
economic development and social inclusion 
across the world. Our TVET capability is 
employed by many countries and institutions, 
enabling resilient educational frameworks across 
all their sectors - and helping their country and 
their people to grow, develop and prosper.  

Education is integral to the UK’s prosperity 
and high quality of life. High employment rates 
(particularly amongst graduates), top-quality 
research programmes, strong academic links with 
industry, effective recruitment of international 
students and competitive global rankings are  
all powerful drivers of our economic growth  
and development. Through sharing this we aim 
to help create strong systems globally, and 
replicate the benefits the UK enjoys time and 
time again. 
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World-class teaching. World-leading research. 
World-welcoming attitudes. As a modern, 
multi-cultural democracy, the UK is keen to 
foster overseas partnerships and help other 
countries – both developed and developing – 
through the strength of our education offering. 

Since the foundation of Oxford University in  
1096, international students have been travelling 
to the UK to enjoy the finest education available. 
Today, in addition to educating international 
students in the UK, with our Transnational 
Education offer, it is also possible to bring a UK 
education to your institutions and people without 
any citizen needing to leave home.  

So, whether you’re interested in establishing an 
overseas school or university campus, or looking 
to access the best in bespoke vocational and 
skills training, qualifications and assessment, or 
acquiring state of the art educational technology, 
it’s now easier than ever to tap into the expertise 
of our educational providers and discover   
the rewarding and transformative benefits,  
wherever you are in the world. 

A UK education for the world

Over 700,000 students enrolled  
on UK Higher Education degrees  
outside the UK in 2015/16  
Universities UK International (UUKi) 
HESA (2017) ‘First Statistical Release’

701,010 

UK universities have a 5-star teaching 
rating, more than any other country 
QS Stars university ratings 2016

19

1. Education that fits around you
   We’re passionate about delivering world-class education and will tailor  

our offer and services to meet your unique requirements.

2. Extraordinary expertise
  The home of many of the world’s greatest academic institutions and most  

innovative research projects. 

3. Global influence
  Benefit from strong intercontinental ties, a deep understanding of national  

and regional education systems and guaranteed partnership security. 

4. A recognised reputation
  The high standing of a UK education helps attract students on the basis  

of academic quality and enriched prospects. 

5. Commercial help and support
  Global support, advice and a range of focused schemes and initiatives  

make it easy to access the UK’s education services.

5 reasons to  
choose the UK 
education sector
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DIT 
The UK’s Department for International Trade (DIT) has overall responsibility for 
promoting UK trade across the world and attracting foreign investment to our 
economy. We are a specialised government body with responsibility for negotiating 
international trade policy, supporting business, as well as delivering an outward-
looking trade diplomacy strategy.

Disclaimer
Whereas every effort has been made to ensure that the information in this  
document is accurate, the Department for International Trade does not accept  
liability for any errors, omissions or misleading statements, and no warranty is  
given or responsibility accepted as to the standing of any individual, firm, company  
or other organisation mentioned.

© Crown copyright 2017
You may re-use this publication (not including logos) free of charge in any format  
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence.  
To view this licence visit:  
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence 
or e-mail: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
Where we have identified any third party copyright information in the material that  
you wish to use, you will need to obtain permission from the copyright holder(s) 
concerned.

This document is also available on our website at gov.uk/dit
Any enquiries regarding this publication should be sent to us at 
enquiries@trade.gsi.gov.uk

Published April 2017 by Department for International Trade.
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