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Welcome to the second edition of the DIT Education Team Quarterly Bulletin. We’re pleased that you seem to 

welcome this additional channel of communication and we’re very grateful for the feedback you’ve sent in. Thanks 

very much for this; we’re always trying to improve our outreach and to provide you with the news and information 

you want to receive, so your views are very important to us. 

 

Life for the team here, like for all of you I guess, is constantly busy but it always seems that the ‘Autumn Term’ 

period of the year is the most hectic – there’s such a lot happening between September and December. 

 

In this issue we’ve highlighted news and success stories from the sector, along with an update on our High Value 

Campaign activity and the events with which we’ve been involved or that we’re planning. You may have seen that 

a new body, the DIT Education Sector Advisory Group, chaired by our Minister Mark Garnier, has been announced 

to give a voice in Government to the sector around international activity. We’ll include a report from the inaugural 

meeting of that group in the next edition. 

 

And our Business Planning is just getting under way; again, we’ll update you next time on where around the world 

we’ll be focussing our efforts going forward. 

  

Compliments of the season to you all! 

 

  

Geoff Gladding 

Head of DIT’s Education Sector Team  

 
 

DIT Exporting is Great Campaign 

  

Interested in expanding your presence overseas?  At great.gov.uk UK businesses and institutes can apply for 

real-time global export opportunities, access expert advice, trade services, training and events.  

  

Sector News 

UK Export Wins, Overseas Policy Changes, Notable Events and Appointments  

• GL Education supports an innovative approach to assessment in Malaysian schools.  International 

assessment provider, GL Education, has signed a three year partnership agreement with MARA, an 

agency of the Ministry of Rural and Regional Development in Malaysia, which will see diagnostic and 

benchmarking assessments being used to support teaching and learning in a selection of Maktab Rendah 

Sains boarding schools in Malaysia.  H.E. Vicki Treadell, British High Commissioner to Malaysia, said “This 

is yet another example of the success of our Education is GREAT campaign, designed to support 

Malaysia’s efforts to become an education hub in the region and to cement the UK’s position as Malaysia’s 

and ASEAN’s education partner of choice.” Read more here.  

  

• DIT Education Sector Advisory Group. The new ministerially-chaired DIT Education Sector Advisory 

Group, which was announced at our stakeholder event, had its inaugural meeting on 5 December. The 

Group, whose membership is taken from a broad range of representative bodies from the sector, will help 

shape the future strategy and priorities for DIT Education. Topics under discussion at this first meeting 

included DIT business planning and HVCs, development of UK supply, trade policy, the Commonwealth 

Heads of Government Meeting and the Great Festival of Innovation. Minutes from the meetings will be 

placed on www.gov.uk. 

  

• New ASEAN Education is Great microsite.  The British High Commission in Malaysia in partnership with 

DIT colleagues have been working on a number of key initiatives aimed at promoting education 

opportunities to UK providers and UK excellence to potential buyers and influencers in the ASEAN 
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region.  As part of this ongoing exercise we have created a webpage, hosted by the UK ASEAN Business 

Council. Click here to view opportunities, planned activities and DIT contacts in each market. 

  

• Transnational Education Bill in the Philippines. A Bill passed the first reading in the House of 

Representatives on Higher and Technical Education and a counterpart bill has been filed at the Senate. It 

aims to provide a favourable policy and regulatory environment for internationalisation and TNE to flourish 

in the Philippines through tax exemptions and incentives, ease of doing business mechanisms, 

establishment of TNE hubs and foreign higher education institutions for foreign residents.  Colleagues at 

the British Embassy have been working closely with members of the Philippine Congress to get the bill 

passed and we will update readers on progress.  

  

• British Council Study on `The Shape of international Higher Education: international mobility of 

students, research and education provision, Volume 2’.  This study builds on the 2016 study and covers 

international mobility of students, research and education provision. 

 
   

Forthcoming Education Events 

Key activities with DIT involvement including two-way missions, industry events and Government-2-

Government Dialogue  

• TVET Mission to Vietnam, w/c 15 January 2018. Vietnam aims to become an industrialised country by 

2020 but only 27% of workers have training relevant to their job and only 15% have completed formal 

vocational training. The Vietnamese Government wants to tailor its vocational training to the needs of the 

business community and is promoting the expansion of vocational education and improvements to the 

quality of training.  DIT are organising a mission programme in Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi focussing 

on opportunities within Vietnam’s priority industry sectors including: Automotive, Textiles & Garments, 

Construction, Hospitality, English Language, ICT and soft skills. Further details and RSVP contact 

here.   

  

• DIT Briefing on Education Opportunities in Malaysia, Monday 22 January, Manchester. Education is 

high on the agenda in Malaysia, a key influencer in the wider ASEAN region, and the market continues to 

offer strong, accessible opportunities for UK suppliers, particularly in Professional & Vocational Training, 

Curriculum Development and Early Years. The briefing will also touch on the business environment and 

opportunities in selected neighbouring markets together with the assistance that UK Export Finance can 

offer.  The event is free to attend but spaces are limited.  RSVP Mike Qureshi, DIT Education Team by 12 

January. 

  

• Education World Forum, London, 22-24 January 2018.  DIT will have a formal presence at this global 

Ministerial dialogue. Although this is not a `commercial event’, DIT Education Team, working with 

colleagues across Whitehall, will facilitate meetings with UK Ministers, Trade Envoys and visiting Education 

Ministers. We will also encourage senior visitors to stay on for Bett London and undertake site visits to UK 

suppliers in the margins.   

  

• Bett, Excel London, 24-27 January. Showcasing the latest trends, advancements and innovations in 

EdTech, Bett is on the forefront of transforming the Education sector, as well as stimulating UK expansion 

through a partnership with DIT who will invite international buyers to allow UK companies to promote their 

products and services throughout the Great British Trail or 1-2-1 meetings on the UK Pavilion. The Pavilion 

will also include the DIT Export Theatre, with experts providing UK firms with guidance on global markets 

and international expansion, and 1-2-1 meeting opportunities with export advisers. Find out more about 

Bett London and register for free here.   

     

• Inward Delegation from Brazil, w/c 22 January 2018. Education team are putting together a programme 

for an inward visit from Brazil, focussing on Ed Tech and ELT.  In addition to visits in London, DIT will be 

organising a reception to enable UK suppliers to meet with the delegation; date and location tbc.  DIT will 

be sending out invitations closer to the date. 

    

• Inward TVET Delegation from Sabah, Malaysia, w/c 22 January 2018.  DIT, working with SDI, are 

organising a 4-day programme of UK-wide visits to institutions based on key industry training requirements 

in market. For further information contact Siva.Sundram@fco.gov.uk, DIT Malaysia. 

  

• Nursery World Show 2018, 2-3 February, Business Design Centre, London. The show is designed to 

support all those who work in early years to support their professional development and to find out about 

the latest products and services for the sector. With an increasing amount of focus from within the early 

years sector on opportunities internationally, the show will provide an environment for networking and 

collaboration with relevant, influential business owners. Potential overseas buyers and influencers will be 

invited to attend.  To find out more about exhibiting, please contact David Hussey, Nursery World. 

  

• Inward Trade Delegation from Burma to UK, 5-7 March 2018.  DIT in partnership with the UK ASEAN 

Business Council will be organising a cross-sector programme for the delegation which will include the DG 

of Burma’s TVET Department plus a selection of local schools and colleges.  As part of the programme we 

hope to organise a session of business 1-2-1s with the visiting institutions. For further information on the 

planned activities and how to get involved please contact Mike Qureshi or Kyaw Kyaw Monn, DIT Burma. 

            

• TVET mission to UAE & Saudi Arabia, February (dates tbc).  Education Team are currently scoping a 

mission to the two markets next year.  A programme, specifying the areas of focus and format, will be 

forthcoming.  In the meantime please contact Elinor Kruse, our MENA Programme Manager if you have 

any queries.  

   

• Great Festival of Innovation, Hong Kong, 21-24 March 2018.  DIT is preparing for this cross-sector 
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event which will showcase UK innovation and technology and involve a number of UK Higher Education 

Institutions.  The Festival will offer a series of thought-provoking keynotes, masterclasses, showcases and 

installations involving educationalists and industry leaders to an audience from Hong Kong, China, Japan, 

South Korea and the wider region. Click here for further information. 

  

• Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting, London, April 2018.  Education will be one of the key 

themes and the DIT Sector Team is preparing input for the discussions.  

Education High Value Campaigns 

 

In issue 1 we outlined DIT strategies for engagement in each of our HVC markets and regions.  Under the 

following regional sections you’ll find examples of activities recently undertaken to promote the UK offer in key 

streams of education and to facilitate buyer/exporter interactions.  

 

Of particular note are DIT’s participation in the hugely successful StudyWorld 2017 which was visited by buyers 

and officials from over 60 countries and a series of visits to HVC markets undertaken by DIT’s Vocational 

Specialist who has been presenting on UK excellence to overseas Federal & State officials, offering briefing on the 

UK approach, how it can be adapted to local needs and to strengthen interest for UK suppliers.  

 

The DIT Education team also took part in a number of HE conferences and networking events including the 

Independent Higher Education annual conference; UKNARIC annual conference; UUKI MENA and Latin America 

Networks and British Council Roadshows in London, Manchester and Edinburgh. 

  

We currently focus on High Value Campaigns in the ASEAN group of nations (where we are currently focussed on 

Malaysia, Vietnam, Thailand, Indonesia, the Philippines and Burma), the Middle East (where our focus is on 

UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait and Oman), Latin America (where we are currently focussing on Brazil, 

Mexico, Colombia, Mexico, Ecuador and Panama) plus China and Hong Kong. We are also currently evaluating 

opportunities in North Africa, the US and countries in sub-Saharan Africa. 

 

ASEAN HVC.  

TVET inward mission from Vietnam.  DIT organised a visit programme for representatives of the Danang City 

Department of Labour and Social Affairs (DOLISA) to explore curriculum providers for a proposed college of 

excellence.  As part of our follow-up, Danang officials will be invited to the forthcoming outward mission activities in 

HCMC and Hanoi.  

 

Asian Development Bank Forum, London. In November DIT hosted a cross-sector forum and 1-2-1s with ADB 

Procurement Director Walter Poick to better understand how UK education institutions or consortia can participate 

in the implementation phases of projects. As a result, relationships were strengthened and DIT hope to progress 

this form of senior level engagement as part of our longer term strategy with the donor banks. Click here to view 

proposed and approved ADB education projects.  

 

Early Years Showcase, Malaysia.  In line with Malaysia’s National Policy for Early Childhood Education and huge 

interest in the UK early years model, DIT organised an event comprised of panel discussions on local needs and 

master class sessions with UK providers Busy Bees Global, Rhythm for Reading, Chatta, Ben & Betty, Morphun 

Toys, TakeTen and Fieldwork Education covering the latest technologies, teaching & learning techniques.  Over 

180 delegates attended including senior government officials, associations, NGOs and teachers. 

 

Bett Asia, 15-16 November, Malaysia – DIT brought a UK mission consisting of DIT Supported Exhibitors to the 

event which was attended by over 2,000 education policy-makers, leaders and experts from 40+ countries, where 

the latest trends, challenges and advances in education technology were addressed, with a focus on Asia Pacific. 

The UK Pavilion was a pivotal feature within the Bett Asia Expo promoting the UK education technology sector and 

facilitating introductions between international buyers and UK companies looking to form connections in the 

region.  Another key highlight on the pavilion was the Great British Classroom, created in partnership with BESA, 

which showcased live lessons in an interactive classroom environment.   

  

Latin America HVC:  

English Language Training Showcase, Sao Paulo.  The DIT Brazil team organised an event linking UK ELT 

providers and Brazilian private schools and language institutes with the aim of strengthening the UK profile in this 

key area of opportunity. 

    

UK/Brazil Education Working Group, Sao Paulo. The EWG is part of our bilateral engagement strategy at policy 

level to pave the way for future trade opportunities. Focussing on HE it provides an annual platform for senior level 

engagement with Brazilian education government bodies such as CAPES, key local universities in Brazil and the 

UK, who were represented here by Universities UK International.  The meeting focussed on provision of summer 

schools, R&D collaboration and English Language training. 

 

HE/TVET for O&G mission to Colombia.  DIT created a programme for UK HE, FE and ELT institutes in 

Barranquilla, timed to coincide with the Get Energy event.  The programme included roundtables and 1-2-1s with 

Colombian Universities, the National Hydrocarbon Agency and SENA, the National Training institute.  There was a 

great deal of interest in the UK offer and follow-up locally and in the UK is now underway.  

   

TVET scoping visit to Chihuahua and other Mexican states. The State of Chihuahua invited DIT TVET 

Specialist Jonathan Ledger to present on the advantages of the UK vocational training offer and how it can be 

applied at a national, state and municipal level.  There was also a roundtable/showcase with seven additional 

states.  As a result there is now major interest in taking forward relationships at Federal and State level that will 

create further commercial opportunities for UK suppliers; a follow-up strategy is currently being designed.       

  

Middle East HVC:  

Special Education Needs focussed inward Mission from Saudi. There has been significant overseas interest in 

the UK SEN model, particularly in Further Education.  A delegation from Saudi Arabia travelled to London to learn 
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about provisions for young people with SEN. The delegation visited three colleges in London and met with DIT and 

DfE representatives to gain an in-depth understanding of the SEN landscape. The visitors found the UK system to 

be a close fit for Saudi Arabia and the UK to be a responsive partner.    

  

China HVC:  

Early Years inward visit.  As a follow-up to a successful Early Years outward mission in September, the DIT 

Education team brought over a Chinese delegation to meet with a number of providers in the UK. The programme 

was arranged to coincide with the UK-China People to People dialogue, and we arranged an Early Years Forum 

attended by a number of leading UK academics and providers.  

 

TVET Mission to China. DIT Education led its first vocational training mission to China in November. It focussed 

on skills within the advanced manufacturing and engineering industry and the delegation visited Beijing, Dalian and 

Ningbo.  It provided a platform to re-inforce the UK’s world-leading expertise in delivering bespoke, long term skills 

training and provision around the world.  

  

Prime Minister’s Trade Envoys for Education HVC markets 

Trade Envoys with education as part of their market/cross-sector remit and examples of recent activities 

  

Trade Envoys are a network of PM appointed parliamentarians, drawn from across the political spectrum and they 

engage with one or more emerging markets where substantial trade and investment opportunities have been 

identified. Recent examples of education-related activities include Richard Graham’s participation in a networking 

event for the DIT English Language mission in Malaysia in September; Ed Vaisey was in Vietnam for the Business 

Summit in November (part of APEC week) where he undertook a range of activities in support of our Education 

HVC including meeting private schools studying UK programmes, and engaging with local authorities who are 

looking to the UK to help develop their vocational training system.  Trade Envoys with links to the global Education 

HVC markets are:     

  

Richard Graham MP (Indonesia, Philippines, Malaysia); Ed Vaizey MP (Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia); Paul 

Skully MP (Burma, Brunei, Thailand); Mark Prisk MP (Brazil); Baroness Bonham Carter of Yarnbury 

(Mexico); Mark Menzies MP (Colombia); Simon Hart MP (Panama); Baroness Morris of Bolton (Jordon, 

Kuwait); Lord Astor of Hever (Oman); Lord King of Bridgwater (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia).  

  

If you are interested in learning more about the work of the Trade Envoys you can contact the Directorate here.   

  

 DIT Education Sector Team Contact:  

• Please send any general enquiries about the team or our activities to DIT-Education@trade.gsi.gov.uk 

If you are new to the world of export, and would like an initial meeting with one of our International Trade Advisors 

who are based around the UK, please follow this link.   

 

Useful Websites: UK Export Finance, Department for Education, Department for International 

Development,  English UK, BESA, Association of Colleges, Universities UK International, UK Skills Federation, 

British Council, Scottish Development International, Invest Northern Ireland, The Training Gateway, UK ASEAN 

Business Council,      

 

To receive or unsubscribe from future bulletins contact DIT-Education@trade.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

 

great.gov.uk 
 
You can unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails 
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