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DIT Chief Scientific Adviser 

The Chief Scientific Adviser and team offer science and engineering advice 

to teams across DIT, use their knowledge and connections in Industry to 

help connect industry and policy makers, support shorter-term trade 

missions, events and meetings at post and lead the Government Science 

and Engineering Profession for DIT. 



Prime Minister’s Science Speech

“UK global leadership in science and innovation is one of this country’s greatest assets”

“Ensure that the we have an education system that gives young people the skills they need to 

contribute to the economy of the future”

“Science is an international enterprise and discoveries know no boundaries….Today over half of the 

UK’s resident research population were born overseas… When we leave the EU I will ensure that 

does not change.”

“The Britain we build…must be one in which scientific collaboration and free exchange of ideas is 

increased and extended, both between the UK and the EU and with partners around the world”

“Our R&D Target covers the combined power of government and business alike”



Reasons to Choose the UK

3. Superb location for Customer 

Support Centres

2. Market Opportunities in the 

sharing economy

4. Government investment in 

related R&D
1. Access to Funding and 

innovative Insurance 

industry

6. The UK Tax and Business 

Environment

5. Open Regulatory 

approach Underpinning 

the evolving market



Events supported by DIT

DIT provide a UK pavilion and commercial 

support at 300+ events worldwide annually

Upcoming: 

• Consumer Electronics Show (CES) 2019

• Mobile World Congress (MWC) 2019

• London Tech Week 2019

• Dubai Expo 2020

• GITEX

Tradeshow Access Programme (TAP) 

funding is available to support attendance



Case Study: Japan & South Korea Trade Mission

40 UK companies on four-day trade 

mission 

Online UK company directory and digital 

appointment system 

300 pre-arranged B2B meetings in South 

Korea & 298 meetings in Japan 

Over £100 million export wins secured



Case Study: Malaysia Mega Mission  9-11 Oct 2017 

40 UK Companies on a 3 Day Mission 

753 Dedicated B2B Appointments

3 NDA signed 

2 MOU signed 

Several export wins and ODI 

investments



Global Innovation
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Global Innovation Index Ranking
Overview

In 5th place globally, the 

UK is ranked stronger 

than many major 

European and other key 

economies on the 

Global Innovation Index.

Source: www.globalinnovationindex.org/

http://www.globalinnovationindex.org/


Global performance of the UK Research Base

3. Superb location for Customer 

Support Centres

2. Market Opportunities in the 

sharing economy

4. Government investment in 

related Automotive R&D
1. Access to Funding and 

innovative Insurance 

industry

6. The UK Tax and Business 

Environment

5. Open Regulatory 

approach Underpinning 

the evolving market

Source: Our plan for growth: Science and Innovation. Department of Business, Innovation and Skills. 

December 2014.



How Do We Compare?

3. Superb location for Customer 

Support Centres

2. Market Opportunities in the 

sharing economy

4. Government investment in 

related Automotive R&D
1. Access to Funding and 

innovative Insurance 

industry

6. The UK Tax and Business 

Environment

5. Open Regulatory 

approach Underpinning 

the evolving market



Industrial Strategy

£725 M
Investment in Industrial 

Strategy Challenge Fund 

programmes that makes the 

most of new technologies 

and capture the value of 

innovation. 

HMG ambition to raise total R&D 

investment to 2.4 per cent of GDP by 

2027. 

Increasing the rate of the R&D tax credit 

to 12 per cent. 



R&D Landscape 

£3.2 billion
UK business expenditure in 

digital R&D in 2015. 

Equating to 15.4% of all 

business R&D 

UK Research & Innovation, is the new 

funding organisation for research and 

innovation in the UK. 

It brings together the seven UK research 

councils, Innovate UK and a new 

organisation, Research England, working 

closely with its partner organisations in the 

devolved administrations.



Industrial Strategy

The Industrial Strategy White Paper was published on 27 November 2017,     

the culmination of extensive consultation across the country. It set out a clear 

ambition: to increase productivity and earning power across the UK

Sector Deals: 

Partnerships between the government and industry on sector-specific 

issues

• Life Sciences Sector Deal

• Automotive Sector Deal

• Creative Industries Sector Deal

• Artificial Intelligence Sector Deal



We will harness the power of Innovation 
to meet the needs of an ageing society

1 in 3 people born today will live to 100 and around 70% 
of wealth is held by those over 55, creating a $15trillion 
global market by 2020.   We have the chance to lead the 
world in technologies, products and services demanded 
by an ageing population.

Ageing Society AI and Data Driven Economy

We will put the UK at the forefront of the 
AI & Data Revolution

Strong leadership to drive the embedding of AI across 
the UK will create thousands of good quality jobs and 
drive economic growth – potentially contributing an 
estimated £232bn to the UK economy by 2030. 

We will maximise the advantages for UK 
Industry from the global shift to clean 
growth

Globally by 2040, over 85% of projected $10trn invested 
in power generation estimated to be in zero-carbon 
sources. Electric vehicles are projected to make up over 
half of global car sales by 2040. Pioneering low carbon 
technologies, systems and services could see the UK 
grow its clean economy at four times the rate of GDP 
between now and 2030.

Clean Growth

We will become a world leader in shaping 
the future of Mobility

The profound change in how we move people, goods 
and services has the potential to dramatically reduce 
pollutants and congestion; in 2035, the global market 
size is estimated at £907 billion from connected 
autonomous vehicle sales alone. 

The Future of Mobility

The Grand Challenges – making the UK world-leading in 

the industries of the future 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=newssearch&cd=4&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjC17jezLTZAhWmAcAKHZyHB10QvIgBCDowAw&url=https://www.nanowerk.com/news2/green/newsid%3D49420.php&usg=AOvVaw1TXM2E6dSh4LBeHlg04Msd
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=newssearch&cd=4&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjC17jezLTZAhWmAcAKHZyHB10QvIgBCDowAw&url=https://www.nanowerk.com/news2/green/newsid%3D49420.php&usg=AOvVaw1TXM2E6dSh4LBeHlg04Msd


Accelerators

Source: Business incubators and accelerators: the national picture

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/608409/business-incubators-accelerators-uk-report.pdf


Tech Nation 2018





Venture Capital

£6.3 billion
VC investments into the UK

The UK is the number-one destination in 

Europe for Venture Capital by a significant 

margin. 

The UK accounted for 37% of Europe’s 

total investments. Half of this investment 

was into the UK’s tech sector.*

£1.1 billion
Silicon Valley investment in 

UK Tech start-ups 

2017** 
Source: * Data by PitchBook

Source: **Penningtons Manches: from the Golden Gate to the Golden Triangle, 2018



Universities & Talent

London attracted more Tech professionals than any other European Cities last year. 

Well developed government supported apprenticeships (>900,000)

Many mechanisms to attract talent - recruitment fairs, internships, mobility schemes.
Source: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/fe-data-library-apprenticeships#apprenticeship-data-

tools



Universities & Talent



Centres of Excellence

New ways of collecting, 

organising and analysing 

large sets of data

Working with UK universities: 

Cambridge, Edinburgh, UCL

Oxford, Warwick 

Strategic partnerships: Intel, 

Lloyd’s Register, GCHQ & 

other corporates

New £42m Institute for Data Science: 

dedicated to British computer pioneer 

and code-breaker Alan Turing



UK Innovation Index







The Catapults



To reach the goal we will need to increase private sector 

funding (R&D)

3. Superb location for Customer 

Support Centres

2. Market Opportunities in the 

sharing economy

4. Government investment in 

related Automotive R&D
1. Access to Funding and 

innovative Insurance 

industry

6. The UK Tax and Business 

Environment

5. Open Regulatory 

approach Underpinning 

the evolving market



Government Support for R&D

345

Patent 

Box

R&D Tax 

Credits

Knowledge

Transfer

Networks

Innovate 

UK

The UK is investing in new scientific infrastructure on a record scale by delivering on our 

commitment to invest £6.9 billion in research infrastructure by 2021.  

▪ The Patent Box lowers 

the rate of corporation 

tax on profits earned 

from patents in the UK to 

10% (dependant on the 

proportion of the asset’s 

development expenditure 

incurred)

▪ There is one method for 

calculating the profits 

benefiting from the patent 

box rate; the streaming 

method

▪ R&D tax credits enable 

companies that incur 

costs in developing new 

products, processes or 

services to receive a cash 

payment or tax 

deduction. This can 

reduce R&D costs by up 

to 33% 

▪ R&D tax credits are 

available to both SME’s 

and large companies 

operating in the UK 

▪ Innovate UK manages a 

simplified funding 

competitions including 

an open programme for 

applications from any 

technology, sector or size 

of business

▪ Their network of Catapult 

Centres help businesses 

access advice and 

facilities – allowing 

companies to take 

advantage of equipment 

and expertise

▪ KTNs brings together 

businesses, universities, 

research and finance 

organisations to 

stimulate innovation 

through knowledge 

transfer and sharing of 

ideas

▪ The KTN’s put companies 

and innovators in contact 

with the knowledge and 

funding that they need to 

bring new products and 

processes to market

Investments in UK-based R&D by 

international companies in 2014/15

The World Economic Forum rates the collaboration between universities and business in the UK as the most effective of 

Europe’s major economies

…of R&D expenditure in the UK was by foreign-

owned businesses in 2014 52%


