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With a new academic year beginning, we'd like to welcome you to the fourth edition of the 

DIT Education team Quarterly Bulletin. 

 

A couple of staff changes in the team to report: we’re delighted to announce that Mark 

Henebury has joined from Loughborough College as our English Language Training 

Specialist. Our Middle East/North Africa manager Eli Kruse has moved on and we’ll be 

hoping to announce a successor soon. Another recent joiner is Elizabeth Houghton, who 

will be attached to our MENA team with a particular focus on Saudi Arabia, as well as 

supporting broader policy initiatives in the team. 

 

Our mission to SE Asia for a group of UK Chartered Institutes was a great success; we’re 

aiming to take another cohort of Chartered Institutes to China in Q1 2019. We’ve been 

encouraged by our engagement around skills development, particularly in SE Asia where 

the UK offer in this sector hasn’t perhaps been as well understood as it might. We believe 

that we’ve been able to raise the UK’s profile in a number of markets where there are 

significant skills reform programmes that could open the door to UK participation. Please 

contact Mike Qureshi if you’d like to be involved. We’re now gearing up for the two BETT 

shows, in Malaysia and London as well as the Education World Forum; as always, it’s our 

intention to maximise the opportunity for interaction with visiting senior delegations and 

buyers. And we’re gearing up for our Saudi Education week (more detail in the body of the 

bulletin) that promises to be a very valuable event for large parts of the sector interested in 

working in the Kingdom. 

 

We’ve now pretty much finalised the team’s programme of activity until the end of the 

calendar year. And please monitor the Exporting is GREAT website for more details of 

events, opportunities and other items which you may find useful, including the recent 

launch of the Government’s Export Strategy. In this context, we are reviewing the 

Government’s 2013 International Education strategy to see how this might be made even 

more relevant to the current global landscape. 

 

Geoff Gladding 

Head of DIT’s Education Sector Team 

   

 
   

Sector News & Forthcoming Events 

 

Here you’ll find news about recent DIT-related activity, overseas policy changes, UK 

success, and upcoming events. A number of these forthcoming activities are subject to full 

confirmation. 

 

ASEAN/Asia  
The DIT Education Team have recently undertaken a range of Government-2-Government 

and profile building engagements, reiterating UK education excellence and progressing 

initiatives to smooth the path for UK suppliers.  Manchester hosted the UK/Vietnam cross-

sector Joint Economic & Trade Committee (JETCO – an annual Ministerial level bilateral 

platform that discusses key issues in respective markets), headed by the Vietnamese Vice 

Minister for Trade and Industry and former Minister Greg Hands and PM Trade Envoy Ed 

Vaisey.  Items on the agenda included forging closer links on English Language Training, 

Higher Education and schools. This was swiftly followed by a visit to Hanoi by DIT Minister 

Baroness Fairhead.  Education was also high on the agenda for the Thai PM’s visit in 

June, who was particularly keen to highlight a new policy for education and opportunities 

in their Eastern Economic Corridor.  The Thai PM also met with the UK PM and Trade 

Envoy Paul Scully; throughout HMG reiterated the UK’s continued support for education 

reform in Thailand, offering our broad support on a number of issues but especially 

English Language and 4.0 vocational training.  For further information on education 
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opportunities in Thailand contact Asa Chotchakornpant or Mark Smithson.   

 

Our team in Malaysia have been quick to engage with the new Malaysian PM Dr Mahatir, 

his Education Minister Dr Maszlee and, importantly, the new cross government task force 

created to re-vamp Malaysia’s TVET policy.  The new administration welcome the UK’s 

continued support and our TVET Specialist was invited to provide a briefing for key 

officials and employers.       

 

News  

• University of London in Vietnam. The University’s Vice Chancellor formally 

opened the first phase of British University Vietnam’s campus in Hanoi.     

• Decree 86, International Schools Vietnam. The Decree, which replaced Decree 

73, came into effect earlier this month.  Essentially this will allow for an increase in 

the number of Vietnamese students allowed to enrol in local international schools 

to up to 49% of the school population.  For further information on this, and wider 

education opportunities in Vietnam, contact Ho Phuong, DIT Ho Chi Minh City.  

• Burma Education Act. British education is held in high esteem in Burma and the 

Ministry of Education, together with the Investment Commission, are proposing a 

Private Education Act.  This new act should be in place by 2019 and will allow 

overseas institutions to fully own and operate private schools and training centres 

to teach curriculum approved by the aforementioned Ministries.  For further 

information on this and wider opportunities in Burma contact Kyaw Kyaw Monn, 

DIT Burma. 

• Webinar on Education opportunities in Burma.  Click here for a recording of the 

webinar that covered the business environment, curriculum and, tying into the 

Private Education Act, relaxation on rules of ownership.    

• HE Opportunities in Thailand.  Click here  to view University UK international’s 

(UUKi) webinar on Transnational Education opportunities in the market, focussing 

on partnerships.  British Council Thailand have also issued a comprehensive 

report on TNE opportunities in Thailand - contact Uraiwan Samolee at the British 

Council for a copy.  

• Overview of Indonesia. With over 60m students and 4m teachers in 340,000 

educational institutions, Indonesia is the third largest education system in the 

world.  Click here for a copy of DIT Jakarta’s brochure which offers an overview of 

key sectors, including education, and Indonesia’s priorities. 

Forthcoming Events  

• HE TNE mission to Thailand, 17-18 October.  Thailand is considered an 

emerging market for TNE and with nearly 200 universities there is potential for 

growth in terms of both partner institutions and student recruitment.  DIT are 

teaming up with the British Council Thailand for an outward mission programme to 

include a market briefing; 1-2-1s; meetings with education policy makers; visits to 

local universities and a visit to the Eastern Economic Corridor.  For further details 

visit the website.   

• BESS Vietnam, Ho Chi Min City, 5-6 March 2019. Organised by BESA, this expo 

focusses on the UK and Vietnamese educational experience and combines an all-

round UK exhibition, showcasing resources and training alongside workshop 

sessions covering the latest trends in teacher training, TVET, Ed Tech, Early 

Years and ELT. Click here for further information. 

• Ed Tech & Schools. DIT at Bett Asia, Malaysia, 12-13 March 2019.  The event 

hosts a two day Leadership Summit and Expo where the latest trends and 

advancements in Ed Tech are addressed with a distinct focus on Asia.  DIT in 

partnership with Bett Asia will host a UK Pavilion showcasing the best of British Ed 

Tech with 1-2-1 meetings allowing local attendees to meet with innovative Ed Tech 

companies. The British Educational Suppliers Association (BESA) will also be 

offering space to UK providers who can apply for a grant towards a pod. If you are 

interested in attending the event as part of the UK delegation 

contact sonal.ghelani@bettshow.com     

China & Hong Kong  
In May DIT Education China took 10 Education companies to Xi’an to participate in the 

“Xi’an Silk Road Expo”. Minister Baroness Fairhead joined the event, and witnessed an 

MoU signing between Loughborough College and Dong Guan Polytechnic relating 

to  support for apprentiship delivery in market. Also in May, DIT Education supported the 

signing of an agreement between British Sectors Centres of Excellence (BSCE) and its 

Chinese partners to establish eight skills training centres with local governments, 

institutions, and business across China.   

 

Forthcoming Events  

• Learning & Teaching Expo, Hong Kong, 12-14 December 2018. DIT Hong 

Kong is again partnering with BESA to bring outstanding UK suppliers to Hong 

Kong to showcase the breadth and quality of what Britain has to offer. The 

Learning & Teaching Expo is one of the leading education industry events in the 

Asia-Pacific region. For more information on how to participate, please 

contact Sophia Ip, DIT Hong Kong. 

• DIT International Schools Scoping Exercise, China 2018.  This series 

of regional scoping visits will consist of meetings with local government, potential 
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investors and an industry seminar across several provinces, from September to 

December.  Whilst this is not a commercial mission, there may be opportunities for 

participation by UK institutes.  For further information please contact Lily Wen, DIT 

China. 

• Chartered Institute Mission to China/Hong Kong, w/c 25 March 2019. 

Following the high profile and hugely successful mission to Southeast Asia, we will 

shortly be recruiting for an equivalent mission for Chartered Institutes to key 

provinces in China and Hong Hong, focussing on accreditation partnerships with 

local universities, HE associations, colleges and employers. Please 

contact Aneesa Kazi, DIT Education Team for more details.   

Latin America 

This summer we have seen two elections, resulting in new Presidents in Colombia and 

Mexico and elections are due in Brazil in October. Our overseas teams are busy engaging 

with the key Education Ministers within the new administrations and considering where 

there needs to be a shift in our market strategy.  Encouragingly, Colombian President Ivan 

Duque has stated his plans to expand programmes to increase access to early years 

education across the country. In Mexico the administration has clashed with the outgoing 

one about education reform legislation but while the shape of education reform is 

contended, the need for it is not and we expect to continue to work with Mexican 

government on a number of levels. As reported in the last issue of the bulletin, the DIT 

Education Team continue to work with the State of Chihuahua on a proposed UK TVET 

solution for Mexico which we hope will be rolled out to providers in the near future.   

 

News  

• HE TNE opportunities in Mexico.  Click here for a recording of UUKi’s webinar 

which focusses on opportunities relating to shared teaching and delivery 

partnerships. 

• School & HE campuses Report, Brazil.  The British Consulate-General Sao 

Paulo commissioned a report on setting up K12 and HE campuses in the market, 

focussing on the regulatory environment and key local stakeholders.  For a copy of 

this, and wider opportunities in Brazil contact  Vera Oliveira, DIT Brazil.  

Forthcoming Events  

• Inward Colombia HE mission to UK, w/c 1 October 2018. DIT are working with 

UUKi on an inward mission of regional site visits to UK HE institutions to coincide 

with the launch of UUKi’s partnership consortium with Colombia.  The programme 

will also include a networking reception and a briefing on the wider opportunities in 

Colombia.  If you are interested in participating in the programme of site visits or 

attending the open events please contact Elly Darkin, DIT Colombia.   

• Bett Latin America, Mexico, 11-12 October.  This regional Ed Tech show 

attracts key policy-makers and buyers from the region and includes case studies 

and discussions on issues central to Latin America. BESA are offering UK 

providers the opportunity to apply for a grant towards a pod at the show.  In 

addition, BESA are partnering with DIT on an optional 2-day programme in Puebla 

prior to Bett LatAm, which will offer additional meetings with senior officials, 

schools and distributors. Click here for further information on Bett Latin America 

and the DIT programme. 

• DIT Webinar on English Language Training Opportunities in Latin America, 

3pm, 12 September.  ELT is high on the agenda in the region and this webinar 

will focus on opportunities in Brazil, Mexico, Colombia, Ecuador and Panama 

where there are long-standing bilingual programmes.  Register here.  

Middle East & North Africa 

Earlier this summer the team hosted a fact-finding and partnership visit from the Saudi 

Research and Development Office that focussed on the UK’s approach to academic 

research; followed by a match-making event for the Saudi National Maritime Academy in 

London. The team also partnered with a UUKi led HE mission to Egypt, during which the 

University of Liverpool signed an MoU with the Egyptian Ministry of Higher Education.   

 

News  

• UAE TVET. The UK College of Business and Computing launched its Dubai 

Campus at the Dubai International Academic City in July. They will start delivering 

BTEC Levels 2 and 3 in Business related subjects and English courses from 

September. Find out more here  

• Saudi Arabia TVET. In May, the UK Education Envoy for Saudi Vision 2030, Sir 

Anthony Seldon met with the Saudi Education Minister and visited the Kingdom’s 

Vocational Training Corporation. Sir Anthony reports that there is a strong demand 

for UK skills and expertise to operationalise the reform agenda. In a country where 

70% of the population are under 30, this provides a wealth of opportunities for the 

UK. 

• Morocco, Schools. On 5 July, the British Foreign Secretary signed an education 

agreement that will allow British schools to open in Morocco, giving Moroccans the 

opportunity to study using the British curriculum, and opening up a growing 

dynamic market. Click here for further information. 
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Forthcoming Events  

• Scoping Mission to Uzbekistan, 26-28 September. Explore opportunities in 

Uzbekistan’s recently liberalised economy in DITs cross-education scoping 

mission. To find out more, contact Raykhona Khashimov, British Embassy 

Tashkent. 

• International Schools Mission to Egypt, dates tbc. There is a substantial 

interest from Egyptian investors in UK independent school campuses.  As a result 

DIT are organising a scoping mission for UK independent schools to the market, 

possibly in conjunction with Morocco. If you are interested in exploring the 

Egyptian market, please contact Vipul Bhargava or Simon Burke.  

• TVET mission to Egypt, dates tbc.  DIT is organising a mission focussing on the 

demand for training for the Egyptian Military. Key areas of need are training 

simulators, equipment, software programmes, car mechanics, hydraulics, welding, 

radar and guidance. If you are interested in participating please get in touch 

with Jonathan Ledger. 

• Saudi-UK Education Week, w/c 18 November.  We are exploring a mission to 

complement the planned Saudi-UK Education Week in Riyadh and Al Khobar. The 

key areas of interest are Early Years, K12, TVET and Ed Tech with the aim of 

facilitating commercial relationships, highlighting opportunities and demonstrating 

the UK’s commitment to Vision 2030. For further information contact Simon Burke, 

DIT Education Team. 

• Mission and Webinar on Schools opportunities in Morocco, dates tbc. As a 

result of the recently signed UK/Morocco education agreement, DIT will be 

organising scoping activities, webinars and a mission. If you are interested in 

participating in any of these activities please get in touch with Vipul Bhargava.    

Global Hub Events  

• DIT @ Bett Global, Excel London, 23-26 January 2019. Showcasing the latest 

trends, advancements and innovations in EdTech, Bett is on the forefront of 

transforming the Education sector, as well as stimulating UK expansion through a 

partnership with DIT who will invite international buyers to allow UK companies to 

promote their products and services throughout the Great British Trail or 1-2-1 

meetings on the UK Pavilion. The Pavilion will also include the DIT Export Theatre, 

with experts providing UK firms with guidance on global markets and international 

expansion, and 1-2-1 meeting opportunities with export advisers. Find out more 

about Bett UK and register for free here. 

• Education World Forum, London, 20-23 January 2019.  DIT will have a formal 

presence at this global Ministerial dialogue. Although this is not a `commercial 

event’, the DIT Education Team, working with colleagues across Whitehall, will 

facilitate meetings with UK Ministers, Trade Envoys and visiting Education 

Ministers. We will also encourage senior visitors to stay on for Bett Global and 

undertake site visits to UK suppliers in the margins.  

   

 
 

DIT Exporting is GREAT Campaign  
 

The Exporting is GREAT campaign offers a range of export support to UK companies. The 

campaign’s website, great.gov.uk, features tools and guidance to support your 

international business strategy. 

  

On the site you can: 

• access guidance on key topics such as customer insight, export finance and 

business planning, 

• create a free trade profile which promotes your business to overseas buyers, 

• view live export opportunities from around the world and apply for contracts, 

• search for online marketplaces suitable for your products, and 

• register for events, trade missions, conferences and workshops. 

At the heart of the campaign are its 'Export Champions'; everyday businesses of all 

shapes and sizes from around the UK that are proudly selling overseas. They form a 

nationwide network of UK companies that are ambassadors for exporting; sharing success 

stories, offering practical advice and leading by example. If you've exported before; join 

the campaign, support the economy and become an Export Champion! Sign up here. 

 

UK Export Finance (UKEF), the government’s export-credit agency, also plays an 

important role in supporting UK suppliers and potential buyers through a range of financial 

products/services. UKEF has dedicated officers overseas working with DIT teams to 

enable finance for overseas projects. 

  

Their contact details are: 

• Richard Michael, Jakarta.  richard.michael@fco.gov.uk 

• Maria Angelica Luqueze, Sao Paulo. maria.luqueze@fco.gov.uk   

• Hannah Greenwood,  Dubai (GCC countries) hannah.greenwood@fco.gov.uk   
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• David Moleshead, Dubai (GCC countries) david.moleshead@fco.gov.uk 

To receive or unsubscribe from future bulletins contact DIT-Education@trade.gov.uk 

  

 

  Get in Contact:  

• Please send any general enquiries about the team or our activities to DIT-

Education@trade.gov.uk 

• If you are new to the world of export, and would like an initial meeting with one of 

our International Trade Advisors who are based around the UK, please follow 

this link.   

Useful Websites: PM Appointed Trade Envoys, ASEAN Education is Great, UK ASEAN 

Business Council, UK Export Finance, Department for Education, Department for 

International Development,  English UK, BESA, Association of Colleges, Universities UK 

International, UK Skills Federation, British Council, Scottish Development 

International, Invest Northern Ireland, The Training Gateway 
 

 

great.gov.uk 
 
The Department for International Trade (DIT) will process your personal data supplied in this service in 
accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. The information you provide will be processed on a lawful basis 
to enable DIT to perform a task in the public interest or to fulfil an official function, and the task or function has a 
clear basis in law and/or the processing is necessary for a contract DIT have with an individual. You can find 
our full privacy policy here. 
 
You can unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails. 
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