
SPHEIR is a UK Department for 
International Development fund  
which aims to deliver sustainable 
change within higher education 
systems. 
Supporting diverse partnerships 

SPHEIR will support diverse, large-scale and 
innovative partnerships that can transform the 
performance, governance and influence of 
higher education systems in select countries in 
Sub-Saharan Africa, Asia and the Middle 
East.


Selected projects will receive grant funding of 
up to £5 million.


Applications open 21 October 2016 

SPHEIR recognises the private sector as a key 
driver of innovation and sustainability and 
welcomes applications from partnerships 
including or led by private sector companies. 

Partnerships involve at least two partners  
and SPHEIR funding will support projects for  
two to four years.


In keeping with the partnership nature of the 
programme, organisations are expected to 
contribute some of their own resources. 
 
Visit the SPHEIR website to find out more: 
www.spheir.org.uk 


SPHEIR: Strategic Partnerships  
for Higher Education Innovation and Reform

£5 million grants available to create job-ready 
graduates in emerging markets



Examples of SPHEIR partnerships 

SPHEIR welcomes innovative project ideas  
that bring together diverse partners to achieve 
transformation in the quality, relevance, 
affordability and accessibility of higher  
education systems. Here are some examples:


• Graduate employers in a key industry work 
together to support universities in developing 
more relevant course curricula and provide 
internships to create job-ready graduates


• Investors introduce new methods for financing 
higher education infrastructure or services that 
achieve returns on capital and meet social 
objectives


• An education technology provider helps 
universities to track student progression and 
graduate destinations


• Providers of higher education use new 
technologies to reach under-represented 
groups of students more effectively and 
efficiently.


The above are indicative examples only and are 
used to show the diverse spectrum of possible 
application ideas.


Further information 

Application guidance will be available at 
www.spheir.org.uk before applications open  
on 21 October.


For additional support email 
amina.adewusi@uk.pwc.com to join: 


• a private LinkedIn group for companies  
seeking to apply to SPHEIR and looking  
for potential partners


• webinars to receive application guidance  
and support 


• events in London and abroad where the 
SPHEIR team will be present 


• PwC UK on LinkedIn & Twitter 
(@PwC_InterDev) for the latest information  
and SPHEIR related news. 


• www.spheir.org.uk

SPHEIR: transforming higher education with  
innovative partnerships  

SPHEIR programme management:

www.spheir.org.uk
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