
	

	

 
 
 

SPONSORSHIP PROPOSAL 
 
Event Brief 
 
The Philippines continuously posts a steady economic growth and is even hailed as one of 
the fastest growing economies in the world since President Rodrigo Duterte took office last 
year. In an effort to address Metro Manila’s worsening traffic congestion brought by this 
growth and to achieve inclusive growth throughout the country, President Duterte’s 
administration is pushing for decentralization to spur  development in the countryside. Major 
cities like Clark in Northern Luzon, Davao and Cagayan de Oro in Mindanao, and Iloilo in the 
Visayas are economic hotspots for investment.  
 
Following last year’s successful trade mission in Davao, the British Chamber of Commerce 
Philippines (BCCP) is visiting Iloilo City this year to encourage more businesses expand 
operation in the Visayas region. The National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) 
earlier  forecasted that the average growth rate in the Visayas region will be higher than the 
government’s target national GDP growth for 2017-2022. In addition, there’s a growing 
interest of British companies in regional investment opportunities in the county.  
 
With this in mind, BCCP is organizing the Iloilo Trade Mission with the theme “Promoting 
Regional Development Towards Prosperity For All” on March 8-9, 2018 in Iloilo City. The 
Mission, held in celebration of the annual GREAT British Festival, will highlight a Trade & 
Investment Forum on March 8 at the Richmonde Hotel aimed to facilitate a dialogue 
between the government and private sectors.  
 
The 2-day event will gather an estimated total of 100 participants, and include three main 
components: 
 

1) Iloilo Trade and Investment Forum 
● Innovation is GREAT: Showcasing Innovative Practices 
● Investment Opportunities in Iloilo 
● Developing Iloilo’s Economic Viability  

 
2) Site Visits around Iloilo  

● Iloilo Business Park 
● Iloilo Commercial Port Complex 
● Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center 
● And other homegrown industries, TBA 

 
3) Socials Networking & Cocktails 

 
 
 
 



	

	

 
 
 
Why Iloilo?  
 

● Iloilo was named the champion among other cities in Western Visayas during the 2017 
Excellence in Local Governance Awards (EXCELL) of the Department of the Interior and 
Local Government (DILG). It specifically performed best in Environmental Governance, 
and first runner-up in Administrative Governance, Social Governance, and Economic 
Governance for City category. The city has also been praised for Customer Service and 
Frontline Service Provision, Early Childhood Education, Labor and Employment, and 
Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation through innovative best 
practices. 

● The annual index by the National Competitiveness Council (NCC) included Iloilo City in 
the top 10 list of most competitive cities from 2014 to 2016, among over 100 cities 
assessed based on their economic dynamism, efficiency, and infrastructure. 

● Iloilo’s strongest industries include agribusiness, tourism, BPOs, trading activities, 
and service driven firms, including banks, educational institutions, hospitals, among 
others. 

● The entire Visayas region is also booming, and is expected to overtake the country’s 
economic growth in the next 5 years, projected to be between 7.7 and 8.3 percent. 
As huge inequality persists between Luzon and the other two island groups, Visayas 
and Mindanao, the government is planning to focus attention on the latter to spread 
out development and decrease inequality across the country. 

 
 
Event Objectives 
 

● Present opportunities for communication between key government figures, business 
groups, and private companies on relevant topics such as regulations, business 
landscape, specific investment opportunities, and other updates/ information. 

● Showcase investment/ business opportunities in Iloilo and the entire Visayas region. 
● Attract British/ foreign investment and trade to the Visayas region and to promote 

British innovation as aligned with the Great British Festival’s objectives.  
 
 

Target audience and participants 
 

● Representatives from Department of Trade & Industry; Department of Budget 
Management Philippine Senate; City, Provincial and Municipal units in the Visayas  

● C-level executives and Business Development Managers  
● British and Filipino investors and entrepreneurs 
● National and Local Industry Associations 

 
 Keynote Speakers 

● HMA Daniel Pruce 
● DIT Director Mike Moon 
● BCCP Chairman Chris Nelson 
● DTI Secretary Ramon Lopez 
● DBM Secretary Benjamin Diokno 
 



	

	

 
 

 
● Senate Comm. Chair for Trade, Commerce & Entrep. Sen. Juan Miguel Zubiri 
● Iloilo City Mayor Jose Espinosa III 
● PCCI President Alegria Limjoco 

 
Innovation is GREAT: Showcasing Innovative Practices with focus in the following 
sectors: 

● Infrastructure and Logistics 
● Food & Beverage 
● Information and Communucations Technology 
● Agriculture 
● Manufacturing 
● Tourism 

 
Panel Discussions 

● DTI Secretary Ramon Lopez 
● DBM Secretary Benjamin Diokno 
● Iloilo Provincial Governor Arthur Defensor Jr. 
● Iloilo City Mayor Jose Espinosa III 
● PCCI President Alegria Limjoco 
● Iloilo Business Club Chairman Juan Jose Jamora III 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

	


